[Atypical presentation of acute myeloblastic leukemia in two pediatric patients].
Acute myeloblastic leukemia (MLA) is an uncommon disease in childhood and its prognosis is worse than that of lymphoblastic leukemia. Severe hemorrhage, infections and perfusion disorders secondary to leukostasis are the main complications leading to its high mortality rate. Two pediatric patients with MLA (M5a and M2) are presented. Both patients were admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit with acute respiratory distress syndrome and intracranial hemorrhage respectively, secondary to leukostasis. The first patient showed favorable clinical course and underwent bone marrow transplantation four months later; in contrast, the second patient died a few hours after admission. The physiopathology of each case, the therapeutic approach and the use of leukopheresis as a therapeutic alternative in patients with hyperleukocytosis and leukostasis are discussed. A high degree of suspicion is required to make a diagnosis as early as possible in order to avoid the death of a large percentage of patients before cytostatic treatment begins.